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VOLTAGE CONTROLLED ENSEMBLE

MUSIC FOR CHAMBER ENSEMBLE AND
ANALOG DRUMMACHINES/ SYNTHEZISERS

CHAMBER ENSEMBLE:

FLUTE

CLARINET IN Bb/ BASS CLARINET IN Bb
+ PEDAL FOR MAX/MSP PATCH

PERCUSSION

- TAM-TAM

- MARIMBA

- TRIANGLE

- MIDI INSTRUMENT FOR MAX/MSP PATCH

PIANO

VIOLIN
VIOLA
VIOLONCELLO

DURATION: 07:00
SCORE IN C

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS:

PEDAL FOR MAX/MSP PATCH
(HANDLED BY CLARINET PLAYER)

MIDI INSTRUMENT FOR MAX/MSP
(OPTIONAL: XYLOSYNTH, MALLETCAT OR
MIDI KEYBOARD. 2, 3 or 4 octaves.

HANDLED BY PERCUSSIONIST)

MACBOOK +
SOUNDCARD WITH 4-CHANNEL OUTPUT

MAX/MSP PATCH
(PROVIDED BY COMPOSER)

2-CHANNEL SPEAKER SYSTEM +
2 SPEAKERS

2 MONITOR SPEAKERS
(FOR CONDUCTOR AND PERCUSSIONIST)
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VOLTAGE CONTROLLED ENSEMBLE

PERFORMANCE NOTES:

The sounds of the analog drummachines/ synthesizers are played through a MAX/MSP patch triggered by a PEDAL and a MIDI INSTRUMENT.

The clarinet player handles the PEDAL and is thereby also the main operator of the computer, where the MAX/MSP patch is set up. The

PEDAL is triggering 13 different longer sounds during the performance. The triggerpoints are numbered from 1-13

and notated in the score on an ossia staff below the clarinet staff. The MAX/MSP patch displays which number is currently playing and which will be triggered
after the next push on the PEDAL, so it’s important that the computer is placed near the clarinet performer.

The ossia staff below the clarinet staff also shows an approximately graphical explanation of the sounds which follows the 13 triggerpoints.

The percussionist plays the MIDI INSTRUMENT as a normal keyboard instrument. An ossia staff above the midi instrument staff shows the actual
sounds which are triggered. The choice of MIDI INSTRUMENT is optional: Xyolsynth, Malletcat or standard midi keyboard could be used.

If using an instrument with 2 or 3 octaves the instrument has to be transposed 2 octaves up at BAR 128. If using a 4 octave instrument no transposing
has to be made during the performance. THE MIDI INSTRUMENT are playing sounds from the MAX/MSP patch, so the only thing has to be done is to
connect the MIDI OUT on the instrument to MIDI IN on the computer soundcard where the MAX/MSP patch is set up. Or using a USB connection

to the computer. Just make shure that the MIDI INSTRUMENT is chosen in MAX/MSP.

The sounds from the synthesizers will be going through two speakers (OUTPUT 1-2 from MAX/MSP), which for best performance should be placed
on each side of the ensemble. The intention is to make a natural mix of the electronic sounds together with the sound of the chamber ensemble.

2 small monitorspeakers will be needed. One for the percussionist (OUTPUT 3 from MAX/MSP) and one for the conductor (OUTPUT 4 from MAX/MSP).
The monitors will get a special mix, where OUTPUTS is for the percussionist to hear the sounds from THE MIDI INSTRUMENT and OUTPUT 4

with the purpose of helping the conductor at the points in the piece where the rhythms of the electronics have a leading role.

When the conductor should follow the rythms of the electronics a dotted line appears at the top of the score (BAR 8-51 and BAR 185-228).

During rehearsals the clarinet player presses letter B on the computer for preparing the electronics to start at rehearsalmark B and letter D for rehearsalmark D and so on...
When playing from rehearsalmarks which are in the middle of a PEDAL triggered sound (EXAMPLE: REHEARSALMARK B) , the Clarinet player has to push the PEDAL the
first bar when you start playing. Then that specific sound will be triggered at the right point of the soundfile. Then go on as normal.

Non traditional notation is explained right beside its appearence in the score.

COMMENT:

The early analogue drummachines and synthezisers and their caracteristic world of sounds made famous by artists such as Kraftwerk and Vangelis

have always fascinated me. In VOLTAGE CONTROLLED ENSEMBLE I've based the composition on the musical language of the drummachines/ synthezisers

and blended it with the musical context of the modern chamber ensemble. My ambition has been to create an unique atmosphere where the electronic

sounds of the drummachines/ synthezisers and the acoustic sounds of the ensemble are united into a new musical body. The title originates from

the process of making sounds in the analogue synthezisers. VOLTAGE CONTROLLED ENSEMBLE is the second piece in a series of compositions

I’'m working on under the concept of exploring the sounds of the early analogue drummachines and synthezisers together with traditional/ modern ensembles/ orchestras.
The first composition for the project: VOLTAGE CONTROLLED ORCHESTRA was premiered by NORDIC CHAMBER ORCHESTRA and myself in 2010.

Synthezisers and Drummachines used for the composition: Roland SH-101, Yamaha CS 40, Roland TR 606, Roland TR808, Roland TR909

- Anders Lind
lind(a)soundslikelind.se
www.soundslikelind.se
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