Matthew Peterson

Empire Butlder

fl, pno, vln, vc

Copy for perusal. This music is copyright protected.



"Give me snuff, whiskey, and Swedes,

and I will build a railway to hell."

-attributed to James J. Hill
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instrumentation
piano

flute (with b foot)

violin

cello

instructions

action dynamics

are shown in parentheses: (f ) means to play with
the effort that normally produces fore

black diamond noteheads

diamond noteheads indicate harmonics; black
diamonds are used to differentiate quarter note values

dynamics

dynamics are never absolute but relative to the context
in which they occur

m.s.p.

molto sul ponticello, play very close to the bridge
for a raucous, electric tone

non vibrato

the flutist and string players play senza vibrato, except
where indicated (con vib.)

tongue ram (t. tm.)

closing the mouthpiece with the whole mouth,

the flutist fingers the top note (diamond notehead)
and then strikes the tongue against the teeth (as 1f
saying "HOT!" or "HT!"); the tone produced sounds
a M7th below below the fingered tone.

program note

"Gtve me snuff, whiskey and Swedes,

and I will build a railway to hell."
-attributed to James J. Hill

Between 1883 and 1889, "Empire Builder" James J. Hill's
railroad crews frantically laid track across Minnesota and
Dakota Territory. By 1893 the newly formed Great
Nortthern Railway reached the Pacitic Ocean at Seattle.

James J. Hill preferred Swedes and other Scandinavians
to build his railway lines and homestead along them.
Several of my ancestors worked for his railroads in
exchange for a paid voyage across the Atlantic.

I grew up near the old Great Northern rail yard in Grand
Forks, North Dakota. Every day I could hear the freight
cars crashing, grinding, and squealing.

The railroads and steam engines pushed materals to their
physical limit. Muscle and bone drove iron spikes with
steel hammers. Dynamite blew apart stone so that the
iron horse could ride through mountains on steel track.
In the engine, coal became fire and smoke, heating

watet which became steam which made power. This
piece hopes to capture this energy, pushing the
instruments to their limit.

contact

Matthew Peterson, composet
matthewkennethpeterson@gmail.com

http://www.matthew-peterson.com
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