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Molly Kien

Variations on a Haircut

for Brass Quintet

Duration: ca. 9.5 minutes

2014

Variations on a Haircut for Brass Quintet was composed for Stockholm Chamber Brass for

the 2014 Signal Brass Festival in Givle, Sweden. The piece draws inspiration from Frida Kahlo's
Self-Portrait with Cropped Hair, which portrays the artist clothed like a man

and having just cut off all her hair. The portrait was painted shortly after her

divorce from husband and fellow painter Diego Rivera, and at the top of the

painting she has written the words and music to a Mexican song which can be

translated as follows: "Look, if I loved you it was because of your hair.

Now that you are without hair, I don't love you anymore." The primary theme

of the piece, introduced at the beginning by the first trumpet, comprises the tones

of this song illustrated by Kahlo.

Copy for perusal. This music is copyright protected.



Instrumentation:

Horn 1n F (cup mute)

Trumpet 1in C 1/Piccolo Trumpet in A (cup mute)
Trumpet in C 2 (cup mute)

Trombone (cup mute)

Tuba 1n C (cup mute)
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