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String quartet no 4 (2014) Odd Sneeggen

Performing notes:

All four musicians should recite fragments of sonnet no 102 by Michelangelo, the
fragments should be performed slowly, low-melt and monotonous. The fragments can
cross over to the next bar if the next bar has no recitement. There is an English
version as well.

Due to the recitation, all four musicians should have a microphone.
Technical comments:

A sound engineer is required to set up the microphones and to control the sound. A
noise gate is needed to filter out sounds below the threshold to allow sound above it to
pass unaffected. Reverb could be added to the sound if the acoustic at the venue is
dry.

Sonnet no 102 (ca.1535-41) by Michelangelo Buonarroti

O notte, o dolce tempo, benché nero,
con pace ogn’ opra sempr’ al fin assalta;
ben vede e ben intende chi t’esalta,

e chi t’onor’ ha l’intelletto intero.

Tu mozzi e tronchi ogni stanco pensiero,
ché ['umid’ ombra ogni quiet’ appalta,
e dall’infima parte alla piu alta
in S0gno spesso porti, ov’ire spero.

O ombra del morir, per cui si ferma
ogni miseria a l’alma, al cor nemica,
ultimo delli afflitti e buon rimedio,

tu rendi sana nostra carn’ inferma,
rasciughi i pianti e posi ogni fatica,
e furi a chi ben vive ogn’ira e tedio.

Copy for perusal. This music is copyright protected.
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