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Jesper Nielsen - Woe to the Max (2024)

for Recorder (soprano) and Organ with pedals.

Durata ca. 7 min
Commissioned by Duo Kondens (My Eklund, Lisa Oscarsson) with support from Kulturradet, The Swedish Arts Council.
"Woe to the Max" is a piece in three parts inspired by the novels Misery and The Shining by Stephen King.

1. Misery Can't Be Dead (Hommage 4 Annie Wilkes) Without mercy
2. Two One Seven (Hommage & Shelley Duvall) Quiet and still. Eerie and dark.
3. Woe To The Max. (Hommage & Stephen King) Indifferent, evil and terrible.

“We sometimes need to create unreal monsters and bogies
to stand in for all the things we fear in our real lives.”

(from "The Shining", S. King)

"In case you didn't know it, friend, the Weather Bureau can post tornado warnings.

But when it comes to telling exactly when and where they'll touch down, they know fuck-all"
"... and then woe is you, Pauly. Woe to the max."

(from "Misery" by S. King)

Eerie wind sounds imitating the whistling wind of Overlook hotel.

Keep one hand above labium at the same time as blowing into the instrument.

When labium is blocked, the result should be high pitched air sounds only.

Open and close hand above labium very carefully to get fluctuating whistling sounds/slow glissandos.
Dynamics are approximate and the flutist can play very freely.

Copy for perusal. This music is copyright protected.
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3.
Woe To The Max
Hommage & Stephen King

138-144 Indifferent, evil and terrible
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Something bad lurks
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Repeat 3-5x

or longer (cue)

Q| Hiding in the shadows (soft)
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