Oskar Osterling

A Welsh Lullaby

"Ar Hyd y Nos"- All Through The Night

For Soprano, Choir SATB-divisi and Piano

(Advanced Version)
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Text:

Sleep my child and peace attend thee,
All through the night

Guardian angels God will send thee,
All through the night

Soft the drowsy hours are creeping

Hill and vale in slumber sleeping,

I my loving vigil keeping

All through the night.

While the moon her watch is keeping
All through the night

While the weary world is sleeping

All through the night

O'er thy spirit gently stealing
Visions of delight revealing
Breathes a pure and holy feeling
All through the night.

R

program note:

The text to the traditional lullaby "Ar Hyd y Nos"

is in my mind somewhat of a poster-child for the "Folk Process".
Having been translated from Welsh to English by multiple
authors and trubadours over the course of its existance, and
lending its original melody to other songs and hymns, it is no
wonder that the "true" text is somewhat hard to discern.

This piece is, I suppose, another step in the folk process of this song.
The original (if one such thing can even be pinpointed) tune has

of course earned it's place in the canon of music, and, in so doing,
the hearts of its many listeners over the course of it's existance.

This is in no way meant to be a replacement, or an "improvement"
on an already well-loved classic, but merely a way to cast it in a new
light, for new people.

-Oskar Osterling, 2023

DURATION =+ 3 min

tactz osk g l @gmail
“r*Copy for perusal. ‘this music is copyright protected.
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