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Syldavian Dances
for String Orchestra

I.
Welcome to the mountains of Zymylpathia!

II.
Nocturnal serenade in the valleys of the river Moltus: songs and fiddles of the shepherds

II1.
Festivinies in Klow: "Blushtika" dance, coronation of King Muskar XII, church bells and hymmns.

© Moulinsart SA

The composer's notes

"The Syldavian motto, "Eih bennek, eth blavek", often translated as "Here I Am, Here I Stay", really says it all about the Syldavian mind:
stubborn but hospitable.

During my extensive travels through the picturesque landscapes of the Kingdom of the Black Pelican,
1 did not have to wait many days before I was generously given the opportunity to study their folk music up close.

1 was fascinated by the abrupt changes between major and minor tonality, the frequent use of lydian and mixolydian scales (as well as scales
that do not have a formal name), the fast and carefree national dance of "Blushtika", the old slavic church hymns, the exhilarating accelerandos,
the deep drones and the baffling virtuosic fiddle playing by simple shepherds.

This composition is based on my memories, musical notes and field recordings from this small but unforgettable land on the Balkan Penninsula."

Johan Ullén, Stockholm, 15th of May 1943*

*(or s it currently the year 20232 I can not tell anymore.)

Copy for perusal. This music is copyright protected.
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Syldavian Dances
"Eih bennek, eth blavek"

I.
Welcome to the mountains of Zymylpathia!

Johan Ullén (2023)
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